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1  Work in odd-count peyote until you reach the point 
where you want to begin your decrease, shown here on 
the left side of the diagram (Fig. 1). 


2  Exit the left side (tail side) of your beadwork as shown, 
passing down through 2 rows. Make the twisty turn 
and work back across the row. Exit the right side down 
through 2 rows (Fig. 2). 


3  Make the usual twisty turn and string the first bead for 
the new row––note how it forms a natural decrease in the 
side edge of the beadwork. Work the rest of the row, but 
stop one bead shy of the full row. Make the twisty turn as 
shown in Fig. 2 to form the decrease.


4  Continue to work in peyote, stitching the twisty turn to 
decrease when you reach one bead short of the full row 
(Fig. 3).


5  Add the tip bead, stitching it to the bead directly below. 
Reinforce the angled sides by passing down on a diago-
nal through one side, weaving through the beadwork to 
the opposite side, and repeating the reinforcement on 
the diagonal. 


Peyote-stitch Decrease 
Decreasing to a center point can only happen in odd-count peyote, which permits center-
line symmetry. Odd-count peyote usually has the infamous twisty turn on one side, the tail 
side of your beadwork. To decrease both sides to a point, you’ll need to do a twisty turn on 
both sides to reposition your needle. 


BeaDs: Two colors are shown to demonstrate the bead positions in this lesson. (Cylinder beads are 
most popular for peyote, but other seed beads can be used.)
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